
Everyone is born with a purpose. The
Bible tells us that even “things” that
exist on earth have purpose: “To every
thing there is a season, and a time to
every purpose under the heaven (Eccl.
3:1). It is a sad thing, however, that
so many people live and die without
knowing the purpose  of  the  life God
gave them.

In the Book of Isaiah chapter
45, we find a man named Cyrus. He

was born with a very special purpose in his life. That was to
subdue nations around him. God even promised to go before
him and level the mountains, break down gates of bronze and
cut through bars of iron.

You may wonder why God allowed him to have such
power to conquer the nations. The Bible clearly tells us the reason
why. He was used as a “tool” to fulfill God’s divine purpose. He
was to proclaim a decree that set the Israelites free of the
Babylonian captivity. That was why God gave him great power.

WE ARE GOD’S CO-WORKERS NOT A TOOLWE ARE GOD’S CO-WORKERS NOT A TOOLWE ARE GOD’S CO-WORKERS NOT A TOOLWE ARE GOD’S CO-WORKERS NOT A TOOLWE ARE GOD’S CO-WORKERS NOT A TOOL
In a sense, we, as CEF workers, are like the great king

Cyrus. We are born with purposes in our lives that God bestowed
on us. That is to evangelize boys and girls for His Kingdom and
glory. God wants to empower us to fulfill His divine purpose
through us. He even promises that He will go before us and clear
out all the obstacles for us. What then is the difference between
us and king Cyrus?  A relationship!

As we study the Bible carefully, we find that Cyrus did
not seem to have a living personal relationship with God, the
Father. Though he was greatly used by God, it did not mean
that God considered him as his precious co-worker. Rather, he
was like a tool which was used for a certain purpose and then
thrown away. It would be truly pitiful when a person is used of
God and then deserted because he does not have a personal
relationship with Him.

Think of yourself. Do you have a living personal
relationship with God the Father through His Son Jesus Christ?
If your answer is “Yes,” you are a blessed person! You are not
like Cyrus. You will not be thrown away when God fulfills His

Trea su res o f Darkness
purpose through you. He will cherish you even more as time
goes by. He will call you a companion, a co-worker and a friend.
How blessed are you to work hand in hand with God as a co-
worker of Him.
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Then comes His other promise to Cyrus. In verse 3 of chapter
45, God promises him, “I will give you the treasures of darkness,
riches stored in secret places, so that you may know that I am
the LORD, the God of Israel, who summons you by name.” God
not only promises victory but also the treasures and riches that
naturally come with victory.

Normally, the treasures are well kept in dark, secret
places. They are securely protected by guards and heavy walls.
There is no way a thief can break in and take away the treasures
and riches. If you defeat the owners of the treasures in a war, it
is a  totally different story. You have the right to take all the
treasures that belonged to the defeated.

Then, you may ask what are the treasures and riches
for us as children’s workers? The answer is very simple and clear.
The treasures and riches are precious souls of children. But they
are in darkness, they are in secret places and they are lost…
until we win the war and win their souls with the Gospel of
Jesus Christ by the help of the Holy Spirit.

Dear beloved CEF workers, victory is ours! That is what
God promises in the Bible. He will empower us in the battles to
win the souls of children. He will go before us and level the
mountains, break down gates of bronze and cut through bars of
iron. All we need is to follow Him in the battle. Then we will
have the joy of gathering the treasures hidden in the darkness.

How can we prove that our God is the Lord and He
summoned us by names? According to the Bible, the answer is
by taking the treasures of darkness and riches stored in secret
places. In other words, when we win the souls of children for
Him, it proves that our God is sovereign and He called us as His
co-workers by names.

My dear friends, let us gather the treasures of darkness!

Rev David RaRev David RaRev David RaRev David RaRev David Ra
Acting Regional Director
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MACAUMACAUMACAUMACAUMACAU
The  first ever Institute had 19 students, many coming for  different modules.

Three received diplomas, and 14 received certificates for modules.    It was a cold LTI - 
for 24 straight days there was a cold weather warning. (News report said  37 elderly
people died related to the cold.)  Students sat in coats and gloves, and we wore many
layers of clothes to keep warm.  We are thankful that the students and staff stayed
healthy.  

Visiting staff came from Hong Kong, Taiwan and Singapore.  The students went
out to do open-air, teach a week of 4-Day Clubs, and also a Party Club.   Praise the Lord
for 110 children reached and for 57 children who received the Lord. 

For six Sunday afternoons, we also held the Preschool Course.  It was attended
by 20 students, who went out and taught many preschoolers.  Macau  had  now their
first LTI, first preschool course, and last year the first IOT 1 Course.  It has been exciting
to work with Mei-Mei and the staff in Macau.  God is doing great things.
INDONESIAINDONESIAINDONESIAINDONESIAINDONESIA

Indonesia also held an Institute early this year.  The LTI began with ten students
- all full time CEF staff.  Many of the instructors were Indonesian staff who taught with
excellence, along  with  two Korean CEF missionaries.  What joy to see seven of them
now ready to teach at LTI. 

Five of  the students said when they were interviewed that they would want to
begin a new CEF branch.  Thank God that as more people are  trained, more children
will be reached and God will be glorified in this vast Muslim land with  90 million
children.
MYANMARMYANMARMYANMARMYANMARMYANMAR

One special week for the preschoolers course was held in Myanmar.  Monday
morning, the preschool Course began, using a Seminary’s facility —  a nice big room to
hold 38 students.  It was a very hot week, but the students did great in their assignments
especially as they taught the preschoolers.  The children were beautiful, and so interested
in the teaching.  Twenty children received the Lord.  A great week indeed.
AUSTRALIAAUSTRALIAAUSTRALIAAUSTRALIAAUSTRALIA

As this is being written there is an ongoing CMI  in Australia.  Again it is a
small class but different students are coming in for different modules.  There were 11
students who attended the preschool course.  One lady said,  “I never believed that little
ones could be saved, and that it was even important to teach them.  I have had to confess
my sin.”  God worked in so many hearts and encouraged them to be reaching the little
ones.  One lady is ready to begin Good News Club® in a very needy area.  Praise the
Lord!

We rejoice as we see God  working here in the AP Region. Many people are being trained,
and more children are  coming to know Jesus as Savior.  

Jan JohnsonJan JohnsonJan JohnsonJan JohnsonJan Johnson, CEF AP Regional Director of Education
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July 12, 2008 was an exciting moment for all of us — the CEF
(S) Open House. That’s right, CEF is back in Singapore. ‘I am
so happy that CEF is back in Singapore...’ said  one of the

participants. Many people are excited and looking forward to
what God is doing through CEF.

During the open house, we saw more than 70 people
came for the three workshops offered free – Gospel At Your
Fingertips; Reaching and Teaching Preschoolers; and Craft for
Christmas.

We saw how God put together the volunteers and
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A lmost twenty years ago, CEF
Australia established a Building
Fund to finance a permanent

home for CEF.  We were encouraged as
we saw the Fund gradually grow, and we
were confident that in God’s good time
He would provide the necessary finance
and the right facility.

In an amazing sequence of events,
God has honoured the
faith and prayers of
His people because on
August 18 this year,
CEF took possession of
a brand new
commercial unit
which uniquely suits
the needs of the
ministry.  Of course,
we will need to install
partitions and drapes
etc, but the building
layout is ideal.  It is
located near our
previous location and
is close by a railway
station at Regents
Park. We had offered
a low figure for the unit and this was
accepted

In August last year, Sydney
experienced a violent storm and the roof
of the Christian Education block of the
Lidcombe Church, where CEF has been
since 2000, lifted and smashed down on
the rafters causing much damage to the
ceiling and insulation.  There was little
damage to the CEF office.  We continued
to operate expecting repairs would be
carried out promptly, but nothing
happened.

In February this year, my wife
saw a funeral notice in a Sydney
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What a blessing to witness the dedication of the new International
Plaza at the Child Evangelism Fellowship World Headquarters last May 8, 2008.
Along with Headquarters staff,  Board of Trustees members, CEFON leaders,
regional directors, national directors and CEF workers from many parts of the
world, including friends and donors.

A symbol of “what  mission is all about”, the International Plaza has
nine flag poles for each of the eight regions and one for the 58 target countries.
A raised platform with a large globe signifying CEF’s world outreach sits at the
center of the plaza, surrounded by  several statues of children representing the
children of the world. Three plaques with the phrases “Every Nation, Every Child,
Every Day”  goes around it.   A  large millstone at the south end  reminds us of
Matthew 18:1-6.

During the dedication, the regional directors and their assistants  raised
the flag of the country they chose from their region. Rev David Ra, acting
regional director for Asia Pacific chose to fly the flag of  Korea recognizing the
country’s aggressive missionary efforts with 60 CEF missionaries sent out. He
was assisted by  Rev. Won Jang Choi, the former  national director of Korea.

Mr. Jeremiah Cho takes on the role as new national director. Please pray for him.

helpers who served in various ways;  welcoming the people,
teaching in the workshops, and in preparing the refreshment.
Indeed, God is our Jehovah Jireh, even  providing extra rooms
for the extra workshop sessions.
        Yes,  God is at work in CEF Singapore.  We saw His hand
also at work in the lives of the people who came —
representatives from Churches and Kindergarten schools.
Everyone enjoyed the speakers and the warm fellowship.

Praise God for all that He has done, all Glory and Honor
to Him!  - Lorita Lim- Lorita Lim- Lorita Lim- Lorita Lim- Lorita Lim
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newspaper for Miss Dulcie Bird who had
died in Adelaide, South Australia, but who
was to be buried in her parents’ grave in
Sydney.  Dulcie had joined CEF from the
church where my father was the pastor
and after six years with CEF in Sydney,
she transferred to Adelaide.  I contacted
the undertaker in Sydney and was put in
touch with the man who was to conduct
the grave-side service, requesting some

time in the service to speak about Dulcie’s
ministry and the work of CEF.  Before the
service, as we stood talking, I heard
someone say that CEF had closed down
years ago, to which I replied, “Indeed CEF
has not closed down”.  A man standing
beside me asked if I was involved with
CEF, and I answered, “Yes”.  He then
asked if he could talk to me after the
service.

I spoke briefly about the
importance of the ministry of CEF and the
faithful service of Dulcie Bird in that work
and then stood back.  After the service,
the man who asked to speak to me took
me aside and explained that he was the

executor of Dulcie Bird’s will and that he
and his secretary had come over from
Adelaide for the service.  He was pleased
to have made contact with me as I was
able to give him answers to many
questions.  He told me that Dulcie had
inherited a very sizeable estate from her
parents and this estate was to be divided
equally between three organisations, one
of which was CEF Australia.  He indicated

that the amount to come to CEF
would not be less than
$300,000.00.

He said, “You seem
surprised”.  I replied, “Yes I am,
but I shouldn’t be, because we
have been praying for years
that God would give us a home
for the work of CEF in
Australia.”

Then in June this year,
the Insurance Company finally
decided to repair the roof at
Lidcombe.  However, this
meant we had to completely
vacate the premises.  This
meant finding temporary
accommodation and through

the kindness of two Christian
businessmen, we were able to move into
a warehouse at Rydalmere, Sydney,
courtesy of Lots of Watts.

Having been required to vacate
premises twice in the past eight years, and
with a sizeable amount in the Building
Fund and the amount of the legacy from
Dulcie Bird, the National Board decided
it was time to start looking for a home of
our own and God led us to the building at
Regents Park.

We want to thank the people of
the Lidcombe-Berala Baptist Church for

their fellowship in ministry over the last eight years.  We also want to thank all those
who have contributed to the Building Fund over the years and we rejoice together in
God’s goodness.

We have been amazed at how all these factors have come together over the
last six months.  We praise God for such a wonderful provision and give Him the glory
for great things He has done.  God has been most gracious and we are convinced that
this is the beginning of a new day for CEF of Australia.

BRUCE LEGHORN,   CEF of Australiacontinued on page 3

CEF Australia ...f ro m page 2

Plea se N o te...

This regular
 publication can be
downloaded from

our website:
www.cef-asiapacific.com


